




   Don’t let age stop you..            Top Ten Reasons for Adopting  

          A Senior Dog ...from knowing the joys of a senior Greyhound. 

   As I have mentioned in From the Editor, we have a 
number of older GH’s in the system. Normally in GH 
circles, they are not considered seniors until their 8th 
birthday. It may be true that first time adopters look 
for the younger dogs. They may be attracted to the idea 
that they are more able to be more active’ that they will 
have a long time together. In Ginger’s tribute on the 
Rainbow Bridge, you have read that they can and will 
leave us at any age. Ginger was only 6. My first GH, 
Willow, made it to 14. My second, Austin, died suddenly 
a week before his 8th birthday. When Willow was 10, we 
went on a hike with friends and other GH’s in the White 
Mountains. She did a lot better than her Mom (me). She 
was lively and energetic..my feet were killing me! The 
same with dogs as with people, old age can be all in the 
mind.                      
   There is no secret to a long life. So many factors play 
a part. However there are a few things that can play a 
big part. One is weight control. Don’t let your dog 
become overweight. Another is proper dental care. Bad 
teeth and gums can lead to kidney and liver problems. 
Regular exercise is a must. Many GH’s lose the desire to 
run as they get older. If that happens, a walking routine 
should be set up. It doesn’t need to be fast or far. 
   Please consider opening your heart and home to one of 
our not so golden oldies. 
     

 

“It is said that seniors 
wear their heart on 

their face.” 

Willow at the age of 13. 

Who could resist that 
face? 

1. House-trained - Older dogs are house-trained. 
You won't have to go through the difficult 
stage(s) of teaching a puppy house manners, and 
mopping or cleaning up after accidents.  

2. Won't chew inappropriate items - Older dogs are 
not teething puppies, and won't chew your shoes 
and furniture while growing up.  

3. Focus to learn - Older dogs can focus well 
because they've mellowed. Therefore, they learn 
quickly.  

4. Know what "no" means - Older dogs have learned 
what "no" means. If they hadn't learned it, they 
wouldn't have gotten to be "older" dogs.  

5. Settle in with the "pack" - Older dogs settle in 
easily, because they've learned what it takes to 
get along with others and become part of a pack.  

6. Good at giving love - Older dogs are good at 
giving love, once they get into their new, loving 
home. They are ever so grateful for the second 
chance they've been given.  

7. WYSIWYG - What You See Is What You Get: 
Unlike puppies, older dogs have grown into their 
shape and personality. Puppies can grow up to be 
quite different from what they seemed at first.  

8. Instant companions - Older dogs are instant 
companions, ready for hiking, car trips, and other 
things you like to do.  

9. Time for yourself - Older dogs leave you time for 
yourself, because they don't make the kinds of 
demands on your time and attention that puppies 
and young dogs do.  

10. A good night's sleep - Older dogs let you get a 
good night's sleep because they're accustomed to 
human schedules and don't generally need 
nighttime feedings, comforting, or bathroom 
breaks.  

Reprinted with permission from Virginia Beach SPCA 

Some informational links: 

http://www.srdogs.com/Pages/adopt.html 
 

Greyhound Events 2009, con’t from page 4  October is the grand daddy of all GH reunions, Dewey Beach.  Held Columbus 
weekend each year, Dewey features beach walks, seminars, public outreach, Hund Run and all the shopping your wallet 
can handle. The official dates this year are Oct. 8-11. However GH’s take over the towns of Dewey and Rehoboth for 
almost 2 weeks. Some come a week early and some stay a week late for some down time before or after the commotion 
of the weekend. 2009 web site isn’t open yet, but should be located here:  http://adopt-a-greyhound.org/dewey/  when 
it does open, probably either May or June. 
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If a dog’s prayers wereanswered, bones would rain from the 
sky. 

Proverb 
Dogs like to obey. It gives them security. 

James Herriot 

April 4, 2009 
GPA Annual Spring Banquet.  

We are always looking for raffle donations. Anyone 
wishing to donate items please call the 800 number to 

arrange drop off or pick up. 
 

April 24 - 26, 2009  
Greyhounds in Gettysburg 

http://www.trianglegreyhound.org/gig/  
  

July 23-26, 2009 
3rd annual Grapehounds Cayuga Lake, NY 

If you like GH’s and wine…this is your event! 
http://www.grapehounds.com/ 

 
August 30th 2009 

GPA Annual Reunion   
Rollins Park  Concord, NH 

 
September 2009    

Benefit Poker at Seabrook GH Park 
Sept. 9-18 

~~~~~~ Please consider fostering ~~~~~~ 
Unlike many GH adoption groups who have an actual kennel to house their retired racers, GPA utilizes foster homes only. 
With spring approaching that means that 4 New England tracks will be starting up for the season. The Lodge at Belmont, 
Seabrook, and Wonderland will be opening soon. Raynham still races year round. All GH adoption groups in NH, ME, and 
Mass are filled to overflowing with retired GH’s. As a group GPA can only take as many as we have foster places for. 
We would like to give as many of these GH’s a chance for a home of their own. If you’ve ever considered fostering, this 
would be a great time to give it a try. If you’ve thought about adding another GH to your home, many foster with 
intent. The intent being that they foster with the intent on adopting if the fit is right for the home. GPA has done all 
necessary medical needs, and will reimburse foster homes for food. If interested in fostering, please contact foster 
home coordinator Jeanine Scott at     foster_family_coordinator@gpa-cnhc.org  

 
    
    

First Sunday of the month Warner, NH 
  Take Rt.89 north to Exit 7 (Davisville /Rt. 103). At the bottom of the exit go east on Rt. 103 for about 1 mile then 
take a left onto Rt. 127. Approx. ½ mile turn left onto Poverty Plains Rd. Dirt drive for Woodlawn Training Center is ¼ 
mile on your left. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    Below is a schedule of our ongoing regular 
events. Called Meet & Greets. This is where we 
show off our GH’s and answer questions about 
GH’s as pets. Many times this will be someone’s 
first exposure to GH’s. 
   For someone that would like to help spread 
the word but feels that fostering might be a 
bit too much for them, this is an excellent 
opportunity to help out. Many of you met your 
first GH at a M&G.  
   If your GH loves people, other animals (esp. 
the little ones), we would love to have anyone 
stop by and help out.  
    First Saturday of the month 
         Manchester Petco    11am to 3pm 
    Second Saturday of Jan, March, May, July,  
         September, November 
         Kennel Shop Sanford, Me. Noon to 3pm 
    Second Sunday of the month 
         Nashua Petco          11am to 3pm 
         Hooksett, NH   Pet Supply Plus 
                                  11am to 2 pm 
    Third Saturday of the month 
        Portsmouth Petco      11am to 3pm 
    Fourth Saturday of the month 
         Pet Adoption Day  Pelham, NH 
                                  11am to 2pm 
    Forth Sunday of the month 
         Concord Petco         Noon to 3pm 

http://www.grapehounds.com/


Jax enjoying a day on the yard in nicer weather 

 

 Diagnosing our Greyhound    by Jenna Skinner 

 Our dog, Jax, has localized seizures in the muscles 
on the left side of his head.  Although his condition is 
specific, our path to a diagnosis might give you some ideas on 
how to proceed. 

We started with our resources: internet search 
engines, breed chat sites, books, and saw vets at two 
practices.  Our first find was that tetanus can be localized 
and cause seizures.  Our vet swore that this was not true so 
I gave him all the info I found.  He wrote a paper on it and 
spoke in front of a veterinary convention, but no one there 
had any further info.  Our dog tested negative for tetanus 
but positive for many allergies, so we made changes in how we 
clean.  We shot a video of him displaying the behavior and 
sent to a vet that is well known for working with greyhounds.  
When they came up with nothing, we asked them to send the 
file to the veterinary research centers at Tufts U. and at 
Colorado U.  Colorado said that in general seizures equal 
Phenobarbital, but we would have to fly our dog there to find 
out what dosage and length of time.   

We could not give up.  We knew logically that our dog 
could not be the only dog in the world that has this.  Then 
we had a breakthrough.  I attended a talk given by Linda 
Blythe who is considered one of the foremost experts on 
racing Greyhounds in the world.  To my amazement, she 
described a dog with symptoms like ours.  I waited in a short 
line and asked her, “That is my dog, what can we do to help 
him?”  The treatment she recommended was both safe and 
inexpensive.  A six month round of Phenobarbital would block 
the phantom signals to his muscles and either lessen his 
symptoms or stop them altogether.  I welled up a little, but 
she seemed to understand.   

We bought a copy of Blythe’s book Care of the Racing 
Greyhound and proceeded to highlight, dog-ear and photocopy 
every relevant page.  We called our vet and explained what 
she recommended and faxed the backup.  After they 
reviewed it, they said they would be willing to try it.  Our 
dog was only 6, healthy, and the benefit outweighed the risk.  
We decided to wait until his worst time; spring-summer when 
his allergies kick in and thunder sends him right into seizures.  
After a full blood panel to check organ function, we got our 
prescription and started him on the treatment. 

The first week he was confused, lethargic, and 
uncoordinated.  We thought we had made a terrible mistake. 
          We pledged to make it to the one month visit to re-
check his organ function and then reevaluate our decision.  He 
adjusted to the medicine and was almost his normal self.  The 
one month checkup showed that his liver function was perfect, 
so we continued.  His seizures became less frequent and less 
severe.   He still has them, but before he was at 100%, now 
he is at 25%.  This quest took five years, but we finally feel 
like we have the right answer and have done all that we can 
for him.  As spring approaches, I am confident that the 
results we saw will continue.                                      

Don’t make the mistake of treating your dogs like 
humans, or they’ll treat you like dogs. 

Martha Scott 

Corgi Crumpets 
From Three Dog Bakery 

2 ½ cups cornmeal              1 ½ cups white flour 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil    1 egg 
¾ cup honey                     ½ teaspoon baking powder 
1 1/3 cups water 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
Mix all ingredients together thoroughly. 
Spoon into muffin pans three quarters full. 
Bake for 35 minutes then cool on a rack and serve. 
Store in an airtight container. 

Poochie Pleasin’ Pretzels 
From Three Dog Bakery 

1 package active dry yeast      1 ½ cups warm water 
1 tablespoon honey               4 cups white flour 

1 egg, beaten 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees 

In a large bowl, dissolve yeast in warm water. Add 
honey and enough flour to make a soft dough and knead 
for 6 to 8 minutes until smooth. 
Pinch off about 2 tablespoons of dough for each pretzel. 
Roll out dough using the palm of your hand into long, 
pencil-like shapes, about 12 inches long and ½ inch thick. 
Shape into pretzel twists and place on a greased baking 
sheet. Brush with beaten egg. Bake for 20 minutes, and 
then cool on a rack. Store leftovers in a sealed 
container. 
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GPA-CNHC Policy 
To all of our members, please be reminded that GPA-CNHC adheres to National GPA Policy and Procedure. The 
primary objectives are to:  
• Locate responsible, loving homes for greyhounds that fail to qualify, or no longer qualify for the racetrack. 
• Educate the public about greyhounds, stressing their desirability as pets.  
 
The GPA position is that we are primarily interested in the welfare of the greyhound. We are NOT animal activists, 
nor an animal rights organization. However, GPA will take appropriate action if we see a greyhound mistreated or 
abused. We will do what needs to be done to get the abuse stopped as quickly as possible through the proper 
authorities. 
 
GPA is politically NEUTRAL and is neither pro- nor anti-racing. GPA representatives are required to remain factual on 
all issues. If engaged in conversation which moves toward negative issues, we can best serve the greyhounds by 
emphasizing what wonderful pets they make and why. It is possible that upon determination that a member has 
engaged in conduct materially and seriously prejudicial to the interests or purposes of GPA, they will be terminated 
from the organization. Thank you all for doing your best to comply with our mission. 

GH only play group at Deco Dogs, second Sat. of the month 
from 9-11. $10. for your first GH, $5. for each additional. 

50% of the proceeds go to GPA and GPS. Nails trims $5. 
Open to all GH’s. Muzzles required. 

On behalf of GPA-CNHC, I would like to thank Len 
Ullmann and AliGraphics for generously keeping our 

printing cost low, allowing us to continue to publish this 
newsletter.  

   Please consider a donation to GPA  
We are an official 501c non-profit organization. IRS TAX ID# 02-0424800 

Your donations are tax deductible. The hounds thank-you! 
 

      $10.00 Individual              $50.00 Donor 
      $15.00 Family                  $100.00 Benefactor 
      $25.00 Sponsor                $100.00+ Angel 
 
Send checks to:      GPA-CNHC 
                        PO Box 778 
                        Concord, NH   03302-0778 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
City / State / Zip: ____________________________________________________ 
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Greyhound Tails 
Newsletter of GPA-CNHC 

 
Greyhound Tails is the official newsletter of Greyhound Pets of America’s Central New Hampshire chapter 
and is distributed to GPA-CNHC supporters. It is also available to other similar humane groups, 
veterinarians, etc. This newsletter has two main purposes: to inform and entertain. To meet these goals we 
welcome reader submissions, letters, items of interest, articles, photos, stories, original cartoons, humorous 
items, veterinary information, helpful hints, etc. Publication is quarterly, with submission deadlines of  
Feb. 1, May 1, Aug. 1, Nov. 1. Photos not taken at a public event must have the subject’s written 
permission to publish accompanying them when submitted. 
 
Please send your materials to Greyhound Tails,  P.O. Box 778, Concord, NH 03302-0778 or email them to 
the newsletter editor: newsletter_editor@gpa-cnhc.org  


